Athaliah and Joash
There have been 63 monarchs of England over a period of about 1200 years.  The vast majority of those were men, and with few exceptions, they also traced their lineage to the first king of England.  Having a male heir to inherit the throne was important to the kings, so much so that Henry VIII pursued wives in search of one who would produce a male child.  The only one who gave birth to a son who survived to ascend to the throne was Jane Seymour who gave birth to Edward VI.  There have been only 8 queens of England, however their tenures tended to be much longer than most of the men, in fact Queen Victoria was the longest ruling monarch of England, serving from 1837 to 1901.  Often the male monarchs’ reigns were cut short due to being murdered by rivals.  Israel and Judah were similar to England as there was a great deal of political infighting as sons jockeyed for position, often killing their brothers to eliminate competition.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 11, we see read about the only female monarch in the history of Israel and Judah who became queen as a result of murdering potential heirs to the throne.  
In chapter 9, Jehu killed Ahaziah who was the king of Judah.  At the beginning of chapter 11, Athaliah who was the mother of Ahaziah sought to kill all the remaining royal family.  She was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel who married Jehoram the king of Judah.  Jehoram was the son of Jehosaphat, so the marriage was an attempt to have some sort of treaty between the northern and southern kingdoms.   Athalia wanted to kill all the sons of Ahaziah (her grandsons) to prevent any of them assuming the crown so that she could rule as queen.  She killed all but the infant son Joash who was hidden by Jehosheba who was his aunt as well as the wife of the priest Jehoida (see 2nd Chron. 22:11).  
Joash was hidden in the temple along with his nurse for 6 years while Athalia ruled as queen.  He was safe there as Athalia was not likely to visit God’s dwelling place on earth, preferring to commune with Baal instead.  Jehoida who was the high priest brought the guards of the temple together and revealed to them that Joash had survived the purge.  He placed a round the clock guard on Joash with instructions to kill anyone who came near him.  Jehoida brought Joash out and placed the crown on his head then anointed him as king and gave him a copy of the covenant (thought to be the Pentateuch).   
When Athaliah heard the noise of the crowd, she went to the temple and saw Joash standing by the pillar of the temple.  She tore her robes and shouted “Treason!”  Jehoida ordered her to be seized and taken away because he did not want her to be put to death inside the temple.  She was taken to the entrance of the palace where she was executed.
Jehoida then renewed the covenant between God and the people and established a covenant between the king and the people.  The people responded by tearing down the temple of Baal.  They smashed the altars and idols and killed Mattan the priest of Baal.  
Jehoida and the guards brought Joash from the temple to the palace and seated him on the crown.  The chapter ends noting that there was tranquility in Judah after the death of Athaliah.
A friend told me that if he had known how much fun his grandchildren would be, he would have had them first.  It is unthinkable that Athaliah would have her own grandchildren murdered but her lust for power proved to be stronger than her grandmotherly affection.  While shocking, her deeds were not surprising given her lineage, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel who were two of the most notorious characters in the Bible.  Athaliah adopted their worship of Baal and passed the practice on to her son Ahaziah (see 2nd Chron. 22:3).  
I think something far more sinister than the evil desires of Athalia was involved.  Satan has been the enemy of Jesus since he was cast out of heaven, the first reference to his enmity recorded in Gen. 3:15.  In 2nd Kings 11, we see an early attempt by Satan to cut off the bloodline of David to keep Jesus from His throne.  Just as he used Herod to kill infant boys (see Matt. 2:16-18), Satan used Athalia to kill off male heirs to David’s throne.  A comparison of the lineage of Jesus in 1st Chronicles chapter 3 and Matthew chapter 1 is interesting.  In Matthew’s account, there are 3 kings missing, Ahaziah, Joash and Amaziah.  While Jehoram is listed as the father of Uzziah, biblical characters are sometimes referred to as sons even though they are actually grandsons or great grandsons.  The reason for Matthew’s omission is not clear, however it could be that the 3 kings were excluded because their ancestry can be partially traced to Ahab and Jezebel.  Despite Satan’s efforts to cut off the Davidic line, God intervened and used Jehosheba to thwart Satan’s plans.
