Joash Repairs the Temple
Pastor Steve told the story of the man who complained to the pastor after the morning service that he did not approved of the music.  It seems that he did not care for contemporary music and said that unless there were changes, he would have to consider withholding his tithe.  A later service included some traditional hymns and after the service, the pastor asked the man how he liked the music.  The man replied that he liked it and they needed to get back to the old time music.  The pastor said we’ll use your money for that type of music in the future.  Money is of course fungible so perhaps another member’s offering could be used for contemporary music.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 12, we see that the temple offerings were used for multiple and competing purposes.  2nd Chronicles chapter 24 provides additional details not included in 2nd Kings chapter 12. 
At the beginning of the chapter, we learn that Joash ruled in Judah for 40 years, beginning when he was 7 years old.  As with some of the kings of Judah, verse 2 says that Joash did what was right in the eyes of the Lord but with a caveat, he did what was right so long as Jehoida lived.  Even while Jehoida lived, the high places where people offered sacrifices and burned incense were not removed.
At some point during his reign, Joash told the priests to collect all the money brought to the temple and use it to repair the temple.  It had deteriorated due to neglect as raids by foreign kings and tribute paid to avoid war had depleted the treasury.  Athaliah sons had also robbed the temple of sacred objects and perhaps damaged it.  There were 3 types of offerings described: money collected during the census, money collected from personal vows and voluntary offerings.  The census money was a tax created by Mosaic law as directed by God (see Ex. 30:11-16).  God called it atonement money and directed that it be used for the service of the Tent of Meeting.  It later became known as the temple tax (see Matt. 17:24-27).  Personal vows and their proscribed payments were established in Lev. Chapter 27 and voluntary offerings such as fellowship offerings were set forth in Lev. Chapter 3.  Note that sin and guilt offerings were to be used to support the priests.
After Joash had been king for 23 years, he was dissatisfied with the progress made on the temple repairs.  He called Jehoida and the other priests to task asking why they had not repaired the temple.  He told them to take no more money for themselves, and they responded by placing an offering box at the entrance to the temple.  The money collected was used to purchase materials and paid directly to the workmen who repaired the temple.  The collection box proved to be successful as a great deal of money was raised and the temple was restored to its original design.  There was even enough money left over to have dishes and other articles for the services crafted out of silver and gold.
Just as the temple was restored to its former glory, King Hazael attacked and captured Gath then moved on to attack Jerusalem.  Joash responded by taking all the sacred objects and gold in the temple, paying Hazael to induce him to withdraw.  At the end of the chapter, Joash was assassinated by some of his officials.  2nd Chronicles chapter 24 provides a more complete picture of Joash.  After Jehoida died, officials of Judah became advisors to Joash, and the temple was abandoned in favor of idol worship.  God sent Jehoida’s son Zechariah to tell them that because they had forsaken God then He would forsake them.  Joash ordered him put to death and as he lay dying, he said “May God see this and call you to account”.
Josh was wounded in a battle with the invading Arameans and was killed by his officials to avenge the murder of Zechariah.  Joash was buried in Jerusalem but not in the tombs of the kings, rather he was buried with his fathers (Ahaziah and Jehoram).
Some writers have criticized Jehoida for being slow in repairing the temple and some suggest that Jehoida and the priests were enriching themselves from money that should have gone to maintaining the temple.  There could have been a more practical reason, not enough money to support the priests and the physical building.  When the temple was built, there were 12 tribes supporting the Levites and contributing to the treasury of the temple.  With the split of the southern and northern kingdoms, only the people of Judah and Benjamin were left to support the temple and the priests.  Jehoida may have decided that people took precedence over places.
Joash was considered a good king so long as Jehoida lived but he may have shown his true colors after Jehoida’s death when he turned to idol worship.  His love of the temple was not necessarily an indication of his love for God, after all he lived in the temple for the first 7 years of his life.  
Finally, when a collection box was installed for offerings, the people responded and gave gladly.  It could be that they were encouraged by the prospect of the temple being repaired.  They may have also been reluctant to give if their offerings only supported the priests (see 1st Sam. 2:12-16).  What do we consider more important today, people or places?
