Jehoahaz King of Israel
What is more effective, the carrot or the stick?  I suppose it depends on the horse, of course and what sort of mood it is in.  People are much more complicated than horses and what works on one may not work on another.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 13, we see the continuing clash of God’s will and free will.  God had offered the carrot to generations of Israelites as a reward for obeying Him.  As He had done during the days of the judges, God sent the stick in the form of the oppressing nation of Aram.  Just as in the days of the judges, God could bear the misery of Israel no longer and sent a deliverer to rescue the nation. 
As many of the chapters in 2nd Kings, chapter 13 marks the beginning of the reign of a king by noting in what year it occurred during the reign of the ruler of the other kingdom.  In this case, Jehoahaz became king of Israel after Joash had ruled in Judah for 23 years.  Jehoahaz was the son of Jehu who had been king for 28 years.   Like almost all of the kings of Israel, Jehoahaz did evil following the sins of Jeroboam, the first King of Israel.  Because of their continual idol worship, God was angry with Israel and kept them subject to the control of Hazael and Ben-Hadad who were the kings of Aram (Syria).  
Jehoahaz humbled himself and sought God’s favor and God responded because He saw how severely Israel was oppressed by Aram.  God sent a deliverer (thought to be Jehoahaz’s son Jehoash) and the yoke of Aram was lifted off Israel.  Despite God’s deliverance, the Israelites did not turn away from their sins and the Asherah pole still stood in Samaria (see Prov. 26:11).  The first section of the chapter devoted to Jehoahaz closes by noting that the constant war with Aram had depleted the army of Israel to a meager force of 10,000 soldiers and only 10 chariots.    Jehoahaz died and his son Jehoash became king in the 37th year of Joash king of Judah.  
In just 2 verses, the reign of Jehoash was described, saying that he was evil then he died.  What follows has to be going back in time before Jehoash’s death (Yogi Berra once was watching a movie and remarked that the actor must have made the movie before he died).  Elisha was sick and in fact dying so Jehoash went to see him.  Unlike some of the previous kings of Israel, there is no record of animosity between the two men.  Jehoash seemed genuinely remorseful that Elisha was dying and recited the lament of Elisha when Elijah was taken up though Elisha would not leave earth so dramatically as his mentor.
Elisha told Jehoash to take a bow in his hands and shoot an arrow out of the window.  Jehoash did and Elisha called it the Lord’s arrow of victory, signifying victory over the Arameans at Aphek.  Elisha then told him to take the arrows and strike the ground.  Jehoash struck the ground 3 times then stopped.  Elisha scolded him saying that he should have struck the ground 5 or 6 times which would have brought about complete victory over Aram.  His victories would be limited to 3 meaning that Aram would remain a threat to Israel in the future.
After Elisha died, he was buried and a man had also died during a raid by the Moabites.  When the men burying him saw a band of Moabites, they put him in the nearest tomb they could find which happened to Elisha’s tomb.  When the man’s body touched Elisha’s, he came back to life.  
At the end of the chapter, we read that after Hazael died his son Ben-Hadad succeeded him and was defeated 3 times by Jehoash, fulfilling the prophecy of Elisha.
I read some interesting commentary by John Karmelich.  Since I am not familiar with his work, this is not an endorsement of him.  Karmelich likened Jehoash shooting the arrows to praying.  Rather than continuing to shoot the arrows until he ran out, he stopped.  If we are earnest in our prayers, we will continue.  Karmelich also pointed out that Elisha asked for a double blessing of Elijah’s spirit.  Both men brought a boy back to life then Elisha brought a man back to life even after he was dead.
