Amaziah King of Judah
Have you ever tried to catch a falling knife?  While you plan to catch it by the handle, the odds are equal that you will catch it by the blade, resulting in a less desirable result.  Investors often buy stocks that have fallen, thinking they are a bargain only to see them plumet even more.  It can be hard to give up on a stock with a large loss, but brokers sometimes have to tell their clients that they can make up for the loss by investing in a better stock.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 14, a man of God had to convince a king to write off a large investment. 
Amaziah became king of Judah after his father Joash was killed some of his officials.  He was 25 years old when he became king and ruled Judah for 29 years.  He was one of 8 kings of Judah who did right in the eyes of the Lord though few of those finished as strong as they started, including Amaziah.  A common theme of most of those kings was that they allowed the sacrifices in high places to continue.  Building altars to God was common before the Israelites settled in Canaan.  Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses all built altars to God before the tabernacle was built.  Later, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, David and Elijah also built altars to God.  People often built altars on hills initially as places to worship God but those later became altars to idols and false gods.  In Deut. 12:4 God commanded that the people were to bring their sacrifices to the place where He dwelled.  
One of Amaziah’s first official acts was to have the men who assassinated his father put to death.  Some view that as a righteous act to punish murder, however those men were avenging the death of Jehoiada whose execution was ordered by Joash.  It is noted that Amaziah did not punish the sons of those men in keeping with the law of Moses.  
Amaziah defeated an army of 10,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt, thought to be an area south of the Dead Sea between Edom and Judah.  Chapter 25 of 2nd Chronicles provides much more detail about this battle.  Amaziah assembled an army of 300,000 men from Judah and Benjamin and added to that force by hiring another 100,000 soldiers from Israel.  Before going into battle, God sent a messenger to Amaziah to tell him that if the troops from Israel went with him, God would overthrow him.  Amaziah protested that he had paid them 100 talents of silver.  I am reminded about the law partnership that was dissolved prompting another lawyer to sarcastically say, “It probably had nothing to do with money”.  With people, it is often all about the money.  In 2nd Kings chapter 13, we learned that only a small army of 10,000 men remained in Israel after battles with Aram, yet 100,000 men from Israel were available for hire.  Apparently, their mercenary instincts were stronger than their aversion to military service in defense of their nation.  The man of God’s response to Amaziah’s complaint was remarkable, “The Lord can give you much more than that”.  
Amaziah dismissed the men from Israel who were so enraged that they raided towns in Judah, killing 3,000 people and making off with much plunder.  Amaziah proceeded with the battle against Edom, gaining victory as well as capturing the gods of the people of Seir which he brought back to Judah and set up as his personal gods.  God sent a prophet who asked, “Why do you consult other people’s gods which could not save their own people from your hand?”  He told Amaziah that God had determined to destroy him.
Amaziah sent word to Jehoash challenging him to meet him in battle.  He may have been pressured to respond to the raids on towns in Judah conducted by men from Israel.  Jehoash showed restraint by using the metaphor of a thistle threatening a cedar tree to discourage him.  He told him that he should not be emboldened by defeating Edom.  Amaziah did not listen and God caused Judah to be soundly defeated by Israel.  Jehoash captured Amaziah and took all the gold and silver from the temple and palace and returned to Samaria.  Amaziah lived for 15 years after the death of Jehoash.  It is not known if he returned to the throne in Judah, but we are told that at some point he fled to Lachish where he was killed by some men from Jerusalem.  His son, Azariah became king in his father’s place.
The remainder of the chapter is devoted to Jeroboam who was king of Israel for 41 years.  While he did evil, he did restore the boundaries of Israel which God ordained because he had seen the suffering of the people.  The prophet who advised Jeroboam was Jonah, the prophet who fled from God to avoid preaching to the lost at Nineveh.
This chapter reveals in Amaziah a common human trait, thinking that a small victory was evidence of his great ability to move on to larger prey.  Matthew Henry wrote “Those wretchedly deceive themselves that magnify their own performances, and, because they have been blessed with some little success and reputation, conclude themselves fit for anything and no less sure of it.”  God chose to give the victory to Israel not because of Jehoash’s righteousness, but He viewed Azariah’s sin as greater or at least fresher.
