Azariah King of Judah
I was in a meeting today with someone who said that she attended a funeral in which the pastor read a poem that had been generated by AI.  As this technology becomes more advanced, it will be capable of doing things we have never considered.  I read that AI is now generating alternative endings to movies so maybe Mr. Potter will finally get his comeuppance.  As I prepared this lesson, I noticed that several kings including the subject of chapter 15 of 2nd Kings had a longer bio in 2nd Chronicles.  I was curious about the differences between the books of 1st and 2nd Kings and 1st and 2nd Chronicles.  While the books are anonymous, many believe that Jerimiah wrote the 2 books of Kings and Ezra wrote the 2 books of Chronicles.  If that is true, then Kings would have been written during the time that Judah was held captive in Babylon.   Ezra was a priest who returned to Jerusalem when the temple was rebuilt after the remnant of Jews returned from Babylon.  The books of 2nd Kings and 2nd Chronicles end with the fall of Jerusalem, but the last 2 verses of 2nd Chronicles record the proclamation of Cyrus that the temple would be rebuilt and that anyone wishing to return to Jerusalem could do so.  Regardless of who wrote 2nd Chronicles, he had information that may have not been available to the writer of the books of Kings, that Jews would return and repopulate Jerusalem, a much happier ending than permanent exile.  Because of this, some note that 2nd Chronicles was written with a more hopeful message than the 2 books of Kings which focused on the corruption of the kings leading to the downfall of both kingdoms. 
Azariah became king at the age of 16 when his father was assassinated and he ruled for 52 years, the longest reign of any king of Judah except Manasseh who ruled for 55 years.  Verse 3 says that he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord with the typical qualifier noting that the high places were not removed.  In verse 5 we learn that he was stricken with leprosy and his son Jotham governed on his behalf.  Verse 7 records his death so little is written about this king in 2nd Kings.  As with other kings, we find a much more detailed report of Azariah in 2nd Chronicles, in fact chapter 26 is entirely devoted to him.  There we read that he sought God under the tutelage of Zechariah and so long as he sought God, he had success.  
He fought the Philistines and Arabs and subjected the Ammonites to paying tribute to him.  He became very powerful and had an army of 307,500 men whom he equipped with an impressive array of weapons.  
In verse 16 we find that as he grew more powerful, he became prideful.  He went into the temple to burn incense, usurping the authority of the priests.  Under the supervision of the chief priest Azariah, they confronted him and told him to leave.  He responded by raging at the priests until God struck him with leprosy.  After that, he left and suffered leprosy until he died.
We return to 2nd Kings where most of the remainder of the chapter is devoted to the reigns of 5 successive kings of Israel.  Unlike the kings of Judah, no ink is wasted in 2nd Chronicles on these kings who shared a common trait, they all did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  We begin with Zechariah who reigned for 6 months then was assassinated by Shallum who became king.  Zechariah was the 4th generation of Jehu to serve as king fulfilling God’s prophecy.  Shallum was king for only 1 month when he was assassinated by Menahem who became king.  
Menahem was a particularly evil man who ripped babies from their mothers’ wombs.  During his reign of 10 years, Israel was invaded by the Assyrians.  Menahem paid tribute of 1,000 talents of silver to the king of Assyria, extracting it from wealthy citizens.  Menahem died and his son Pekahiah became king.  Pekahiah ruled for 2 years then was assassinated by Pekah who was one of his chief officers.  Pekah ruled for 20 years and under his rule, Israel began the downward spiral from which they did not recover.  Another Assyrian king attacked Israel and captured several cities and the territories of Gilead and Galilee, deporting the residents to Assyria.  Pekah was killed by Hosea who became the last king of Israel.  
The remainder of the chapter gives a brief description of the reign of Jotham, the son of Azariah.  Again, 2nd Chronicles has more information about Jotham, but not nearly as much detail as provided about his father.  In chapter 27 we learn that he became very powerful because he walked steadfastly before God.  It is noted, however that the people continued their corrupt practices.
The Bible ends with the book of Revelation which contains descriptions of future events that are terrifying.  Some who read it postulate a different ending where God does not punish those who do not accept His Son.  Others simply believe there is no life after death, neither heaven nor hell.  For the believers, we have the happiest of endings (see 1st Cor. 15:52, 1st Thess. 4:16-17, and Rev. 22:1-5).
