Ahaz King of Judah
When was the last time you went to Blockbuster Video?  For the younger people reading this, have you even heard of Blockbuster Video?  Founded in 1985, the company had 9,000 locations by 2004 but experienced cash flow troubles in the early 2000’s.  They decided to focus on collecting lates fees as a way to prop up lagging revenue while spurning the latest innovation which was streaming.  They declared bankruptcy in 2010 while Netflix made the transition from rental to streaming, increasing its stock value exponentially.  A $1,000 investment in Netflix stock in 2002 would be worth about $770,000 today.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 16, we see King Ahaz choosing the wrong solution to his military failures.
Ahaz was the son of Jotham whom we read about in chapter 15.  Ahaz became king at the age of 20 when his father died.  Unlike some of the kings about whom little was written in 2nd Kings, we do have a more thorough account of Ahaz which we can supplement with additional information from 2nd Chronicles chapter 28.  Unlike his father who did right in the eyes of God, Ahaz acted more like the kings of Israel rather than previous kings of Judah.  He offered sacrifices and burned incense in high places.  Worse, he cast idols of Baals which he worshipped and even sacrificed his own son in a fire as Molech worshippers would do.  
Rezin king of Aram and Pekah king of Israel united to lay siege to Jerusalem but were unable penetrate Ahaz’s defenses, however Aram was able to take over the city of Elath.  In 2nd Chronicles, we find that Rezin and Pekah had success in other areas of Judah.  Rezin captured many Jews and tool them to Damascus while Pekah killed 120,000 soldiers of Judah and took 200,000 prisoners from Judah to Samaria.  The captives were saved by the prophet Obed who confronted the returning troops.  He told them that that had succeeded in their battle with Judah because God was punishing Judah for its sin.  They had gone beyond their mandate with the large slaughter of men and capture of the prisoners, incurring God’s wrath.  Obed was joined by leaders of Ephraim who said they were adding to the sins of Israel and demanded that they return the captives to Judah.  The people were fed and clothed and returned to Jericho.  
Ahaz paid tribute to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria to come to his aid.  Assyria was a large country in the Mesopotamian region northeast of Syria.  Ahaz emptied the temple and palace of silver and gold and Tiglath-Pileser responded by attacking Damascus and capturing it and he also put Rezin to death, however in Chronicles we find that Ahaz as not strengthened by The help he received from Assyria.  
Ahaz was apparently enthralled by Tiglath-Pileser and traveled to Damascus to meet him.  There he saw an altar he liked so he made a sketch of it and sent it to Uriah the priest who made a duplicate.  Since he had been defeated by Syria, he credited the gods of Damascus and vowed to sacrifice to them so they would help him.  When Ahaz returned to Jerusalem, he presented offering to the new altar then gave instructions that the daily offerings were to be made at the new altar and Uriah complied.  Ahaz said that he would use the altar at the temple for guidance.  He then stripped the temple of side panels, basins and the sea and removed the royal entrance to show deference to the king of Assyria.  He shut the doors to the temple and set up altars to false gods throughout Jerusalem.  Both chapters end with the death of Ahaz noting that he was not buried in the tombs of the kings.
Ahaz should have learned from a military failure that Israel suffered under Joshua.  After success at Jericho, Joshua sent a small detachment of soldiers to the town of AI.  They were soundly defeated by the men of AI and Joshua lay prostrate before God seeking to know why they were defeated.  God told him that Achan had taken some plunder from Jericho and that He would not go with Israel until they had purged the offender.  Judah suffered defeat because of the sin of the people and Ahaz himself.  Rather than humbling himself and asking God’s forgiveness, he attributed the success of the enemy to their gods and chose to worship them.  
Next week we will read of a king an invading country who did not understand the meaning of a relationship with God.
