Hezekiah King of Judah
After I graduated from college, I was hired by a bank in Greenville and assigned to their management training program along with 4 other recent graduates.  We worked in different areas of the bank for 6 months and I was often teamed with one of the other trainees whom I will call Seymour.  We sometimes worked under the direction of an office manager whom I will call Hilda.  I want to avoid using their real names to avoid any potential litigation.  Seymour got on the wrong side of Hilda early and often.  I often quote the line from a country music song “Don’t go look for trouble, it will come to you”.  Trouble seemed to have no trouble finding Seymour, his black cloud constantly hanging over him, attached to a string he held tightly in his hand.  One particular incident involving the two of them became a legend within the bank.  Weary of Seymour’s constant errors on the teller line, Hilda sent him to banking Siberia, the safe deposit box monitoring station.  Seymour took advantage of this light duty by leaning back in his chair, lighting a cigarette and putting his feet on the desk while Hilda’s back was turned.  Several eyewitnesses claim that Hilda’s head swiveled 180 degrees and that she flew across the lobby, grabbed the young man by the ear and dragged him into the office of our training coordinator.  I’m sure her flight was an exaggeration, and her head swivel was 120 degrees tops.  I will say that she did resemble a witch, tall with an imperious demeanor and often dressed in black.  Seymour provided multiple examples of what not to do and his frequent punishments demonstrated that there were consequences to bad behavior.  I was fortunate enough to avoid Hilda’s ire, probably because her attention was diverted to Seymour.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 18, Hezekiah witnessed the punishment inflicted on the neighboring northern tribes as they were carried away into captivity.
In chapter 18 of 2nd Kings, we are introduced to Hezekiah who was among the best kings of Judah.  He became king at the age of 25 and ruled for 29 years doing what was right in the eyes of God.  Unlike the kings before him, he removed the high places of worship, smashed the sacred stones and cut down Asherah poles.  He also broke into pieces the bronze snake that Moses made (see Num. 21:4-9).  Because he kept God’s commands, God was with him and he was successful in all he did.  He defeated the Philistines and rebelled against the king of Assyria.  This chapter covers the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrians and there are more details about that and other aspects of Hezekiah’s reign contained in 2nd Chronicles chapters 29-32 as well as Isaiah chapters 36-39.  
In 2nd Chronicles chapter 29, Hezekiah had the priests purify the temple.  His father Ahaz had defiled the temple and abandoned it to worship at the altar he copied from the one in Damascus (see chapter 16). Hezekiah brought the Levites into the temple and ordered them to consecrate themselves and the temple.  Some of the previous kings had clashed with the priests because they tried to usurp their authority.  Here Hezekiah was rebuking the priests because they had abdicated their authority.  Their lack of leadership had led to failure of the people to follow God’s commands.  He said that their fathers had turned their backs on God.  The Levites restored the temple and Hezekiah had them resume the daily offerings in accordance with God’s instructions.  
In chapter 30, Hezekiah had the people celebrate the Passover which had been ignored for years.  Hezekiah sent couriers to the northern tribes urging the people to return to Jerusalem for the Passover.  Many of the northern people refused to participate but some people from the several tribes went to Jerusalem.  While some of the people had not consecrated themselves, Hezekiah recognized that their hearts were set on seeking God and asked God to pardon them.  The Feast of Unleavened Bread was celebrated for 7 days then the festival was extended for 7 more days.  Verse 27 said that God heard the prayers of the priests because their prayer had reached heaven.
In chapter 31, revival had broken out among the people and they responded by smashing sacred stones and cutting down Asherah poles.  They also responded with their offerings of first fruits.  Their tithes were collected for several months and Hezekiah had the surplus of offerings stored in the temple.  Because Hezekiah had restored the proper temple service, God blessed him and he prospered.
The peaceful conditions in Judah were shattered when Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his army to attack Judah and several fortified towns were captured.  Hezekiah tried to appease Sennacherib by paying tribute but still the Assyrian army came to lay siege to Jerusalem.  Hezekiah sent some of his officials out to the army commander who demanded that they surrender.  He mocked Judah saying that if they depended on Egypt to come to their aid, it would be useless because Egypt was powerless.  He said that if they depended on God to rescue them, why had Hezekiah torn down the high places.  He apparently believed that the more places of worship the better, not understanding that God required worship at His temple.  He claimed that God Himself had sent him to march against Judah. He then ridiculed Judah’s army saying that he would give them 2000 horses if they could find men to ride them.  Finally, he tried to demoralize the people who could hear him speaking in their language.  He told them they should not listen to Hezekiah who would tell them that God would deliver them.  He told them that if they surrendered, they would be taken to a land just as good as their own.  He closed by telling them that no god had ever been able to save his land from him.  Hezekiah’s officials tore their clothes and returned to Hezekiah to tell him what had happened.
Numerous kings before Hezekiah had seen generations of Israelites rebel against God who had withheld his ultimate punishment which was banishment from the land of their inheritance.  Hezekiah had seen what happened to the Northern tribes and led his people to turn back to God.  Next week we will read about how he responded to the threat of the Assyrian army.
