Jerusalem’s Deliverance Foretold
Some Like it Hot, Tootsie and Mrs. Doubtfire all featured men masquerading as women for various reasons.  In Victor/Victoria, Julie Andrews played a woman masquerading as a man masquerading as a woman.  If you haven’t seen the movie, it may be hard to wrap your head around that.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 19, the king of Assyria is a heathen who fraudulently claimed to be sent by God who, unbeknownst to him, was actually sent by God.  
At the end of chapter 18, the officials of Judah had gone to Hezekiah to report what the Assyrian army commander had threatened.  Hezekiah put on sackcloth, went into the temple and sent 2 of his officials and the leading priests to Isaiah.  Hezekiah’s message to Isaiah was that the day was a day of distress, rebuke and disgrace (blasphemy in the KJV).  The distress referred to the peril, the rebuke acknowledged that the sin of the people had brought on the threat and the disgrace referred to the words spoken by the commander that insulted God.  He compared their plight to that of a mother who struggled during childbirth to the point of lacking the strength to deliver her child (see Isaiah 66:8-9).   Hezekiah hoped that God heard the words spoken by the commander and that He would rebuke the man.  He asked Isaiah to pray for the remnant that remained meaning the tribe that remained after Israel had been taken away as well as the remnant of Judah since some of that tribe had been taken prisoner.  
Isaiah told the men not to be afraid of what the commander had spoken, referring to the man as an underling of Sennacherib.  He said that he would put a spirit in Sennacherib that he would hear a certain report and return to his own county where he would be cut down with the sword.  The KJV says that God would send a blast upon him.  Sennacherib did receive a report that the king of Egypt was marching against him so he once again sent a message to Hezekiah telling him not to believe God when He said that Jerusalem would not be handed over to him.  Previously he claimed to have received word from God to attack Jerusalem, so he invoked God’s word out of convenience rather than conviction.  He then listed the nations that the Assyrians had conquered saying that none of their gods had protected them.
Hezekiah read the letter and then once again went to the temple and laid the letter before God.  As he prayed, he acknowledged that God was over all kingdoms of the earth, in fact He made heaven and earth and asked Him to hear the words sent by Sennacherib as an insult to Him.  He went on to say that Sennacherib had spoken truthfully that he had defeated multiple nations and thrown their gods into the fire, but he said they were not true gods, only wood and stone.  He asked God to deliver Judah to protect them and to glorify His own name before all the kingdoms on earth.
Isaiah received a revelation from God who heard Hezekiah’s prayer.  Verses 21-28 contain what God spoke against Sennacherib.  God’s rebuke begins by saying that the Daughter of Zion despised him and mocked him.  This is the first use of the phrase “Daughter of Zion” in the Bible.  This is a name for Jerusalem and is meant to show that Jerusalem is like a daughter under the protection of her father. He then asked, “Who have you insulted? It is the Holy One of Israel.”  God then quoted what Sennacherib might have said in boasting of his conquests, that he had climbed the tallest mountains, cut down the forests and dried up streams.  Next, he said that long before God had ordained what Assyria had done, it was not through their power but God’s who was using Assyria as a tool to punish those who rejected Him.  Then He said that He knew where to find Sennacherib at any time and that He would put a hook in his nose and make him return to his home.  The language in these verses is very similar to Isaiah 14:12-20 which many believe was God written about Satan.  In verses 29-31, Isaiah said that God would provide enough food for them while they restored their croplands and vineyards and that people who were displaced during Assyria’s assault on Judah would return to their homes.  Through Isaiah, God told Hezekiah that the king of Assyria would not enter Jerusalem because God would defend the city.  That night, the angel of the Lord went into the Assyrian camp and killed 185,000 soldiers.  Sennacherib withdrew to Nineveh where his 2 of his sons later killed him and another son took over as king.
For generations, God sent kings of various nations to punish Israel and Judah for their rebellion against Him.  Although none of those kings were believers in God, they were instruments of God, demonstrating that God can use any means at His disposal to accomplish His purposes.  Unlike many kings before him, Hezekiah sought God’s protection by appealing directly to Him and to His servant Isaiah.  What is not known is known is what would have happened if Hezekiah had not prayed to God for Judah’s deliverance.  
