Manasseh King of Judah
At the end of chapter 20, Hezekiah died and his son succeeded him as king.  If 2nd kings was the only source we had for information about Manasseh, we would conclude that he had no redeeming virtues.  2nd Chronicles chapter 33 provides a much different description of his later years.  Much like the writers of the 4 gospels, the writers of Kings and Chronicles focused on differing actions of the kings about whom they wrote.  As we saw with Hezekiah, the writer of 2nd Chronicles concentrated on how the kings influenced worship at the temple, whether good or bad. 
Like several kings before him, Manasseh became king at a young age because his father died.  Manasseh’s father was Hezekiah who was one of the best kings to rule over Judah.  His father Ahaz was one of the worst kings and Manasseh followed in the footsteps of his grandfather instead of his father.  In fact, he overturned many of the reforms that Hezekiah had implemented.  He rebuilt the high places Hezekiah had destroyed, erected altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole.  He desecrated the temple by building altars in it to worship starry hosts.  He even sacrificed his son to the god Molech.  Worst of all, he led the people of Judah astray.  The revival that had broken out during Hezekiah’s reign did not last (see Prov. 29:18).  Verse 9 says that under Manasseh, Judah did more evil than the nations that God had destroyed when the Israelites entered Canaan. 
God told the prophets that He would bring disaster on Judah.  He would measure Judah as He had measured Israel.  He said that He would wipe Judah as a dish and turn it upside down symbolizing emptying it of its people.  Judah was the remnant left after Israel had been taken captive and He would forsake it.  In addition to his crimes against God, Manasseh committed crimes against his subjects, killing many innocent people.    Manasseh died at the age of 67 and his son Amon became king at the age of 22.  He only ruled for 2 years and did as his father had done, committing evil on God’s eyes.  He was killed by some of his officials and his son Josiah succeeded him as king.
The more complete account of Manasseh’s reign in 2nd Chronicles chapter 33 records that although God spoke to Manasseh and the people of Judah through His prophets, they paid no attention, so God sent the army of Assyria against them and Manasseh was taken to Babylon as a prisoner.  Manasseh finally repented and humbled himself.  God heard his prayers and brought him back to Jerusalem and restored him to the throne.  He had the gates around Jerusalem rebuilt and restored the temple to its proper condition, removing all the detestable objects he had placed inside it.  He also restored the altar and ordered the resumption of the sacrifices and offerings to God that had stopped earlier in his rule.  He told the people of Judah to worship only God and they did but continued to worship Him at the high places.  
Since Manasseh became king at a young age, he was likely influenced by priests and other officials within the kingdom.  Hezekiah was known as a reformer and he went well beyond what previous kings had done in restoring proper worship of God.  There were probably holdovers from previous administrations who did not agree with Hezekiah’s ideas, and they may have encouraged Manasseh to follow the example of Ahaz.  
Even in the midst of the evil done by Manasseh, there remained prophets who testified about God.  Isaiah was certainly active during this time and it is possible that Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Nahum lived while Manasseh reigned.  Matthew Henry wrote that the prophets were sent first to teach, next to reprove people for their sins and lastly to foretell the judgements of God for those who did not repent.  Jewish tradition holds that Isaih was put to death on the order of Manasseh and some believe this is alluded to in Hebrews 11:37.  While the prophets were unable to get his attention, God did by having him taken away to Babylon.   His repentance and God’s response is evidence of God’s grace. 
