Josiah Renews the Covenant
In the movie South Pacific, Emille De Beque is a French expatriate who wants to marry a Navy nurse.  A Navy captain tries to convince him to accompany one of his officers on a dangerous reconnaissance mission, but he refuses saying that his relationship with the nurse is more important to him.  The captain tells him that the mission is critical in the war against Japan.  De Beque replies, “I know you are against the Japanese, but tell me, what are you for?”.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 35, we see that Josiah was very clear on what he was for and what he was against. 
As we did last week, we will merge chapter 35 in 2nd Chronicles with our study of 2nd Kings chapter 23.   The first 3 verses of chapter 23 repeat the renewal of the covenant which was recorded in chapter 34 of 2nd Chronicles.  What follows is a comprehensive and astonishing listing of the objects of idol worship that were purged by Josiah (a similar but less detailed list is provided in 2nd Chronicles chapter 34).  The description stands in sharp contrast to chapter 35 of 2nd Chronicles which goes into great detail about the observance of the Passover.  
As we discussed last week, Josiah went to the northern kingdom which had been conquered by the Assyrians to continue his purge.  He went to Bethel which was the headquarters of the alternate temple which had been established by Jeroboam (see 1st Kings 12:26-33).  There the loop was closed on one of the most unusual stories in the Bible.  In chapter 13 of 1st Kings, a man of God prophesied to Jeroboam that a king named Josiah would sacrifice the priests of the high places and human bones would be burned on Jeroboam (meaning the altar he built).  The man of God was later killed when a prophet lied to him that he had been given a word from God which contradicted what God had told the man.  Oddly, the prophet at his request was buried with the man of God and he predicted that what the man had prophesied would come true.  As Josiah was destroying the altar at Bethel, the tomb of the two men was discovered.  Apparently, the story was well known because Josiah ordered the tomb to remain undisturbed.
Josiah went on to other towns in Samaria and defiled the shrines that had been built and killed all the priests who had participated in idol worship.  After that he returned to Jerusalem where he gave the order to celebrate the Passover.  Despite knowing the future destiny of Judah, Josiah resolved to do all he could to prevent the country from ruin by renewing the covenant with God.   Verse 22 says that not since the days of the judges had such a Passover been observed.  That would include Passovers led by David, Solomon and Hezekiah.  Verse 25 says that there was no king before or after Josiah who turned to God like he did.  Sadly, his influence was not sufficient to turn God’s anger away for He said that He would remove Judah as He had removed Israel.  
Pharaoh Neco who was king of Egypt made an agreement with Assyria to fight against Babylon.  Because his army went through Judah, Josiah went into battle against him.  Neco sent word to Josiah that he had no quarrel with Judah and in fact, said that God had sent him to fight against Babylon.  Josiah was not deterred, however so he fought against Neco at Megiddo and was killed.  His only recorded transgression of not consulting God in the matter led to his death. His son Jehohaz became king and he did evil.  His reign was short as Neco took him captive and replaced him with Josiah’s son Jehoiakim who had to pay tribute to Neco.  The chapter ends by noting that Jehoiakim did evil just as his fathers had done.
It is regrettable that Josiah could not have enjoyed the long tenure of his grandfather Mannaseh, instead his reign was limited to 31 years.  Despite the renewal of the covenant by the people of Judah, they abandoned God shortly after his death, proving again that a godly leader is crucial.  
The only king who rivalled Joshiah in his abolition of idol worship was Jehu.  Unlike Josiah, however Jehu seemed only interested in eliminating the pagan rituals and objects.  There is no record of his embracing the proper worship of God as Josiah did.  We see evidence of such attitudes today, both in the church and the secular world.  People are often firmly convinced of what they oppose while lacking a vision of what they are for.

