Jehoiakim King of Judah
Jehoiakim who was the son of Josiah became king after his brother Jehoahaz was taken prisoner by Pharoah.  Jehoiakim was 25 years old when Pharoah installed him as king and he ruled for 11 years.  In 605, Nebuchadnezzar defeated Egypt and subdued Judah as well because it had aligned with Egypt.  Nebuchadnezzar was the prince of Babylon doing the work of his father who died while Nebuchadnezzar was waging war. Hearing of his father’s death, Nebuchadnezzar rushed back to Babylon to secure his position as king.  A historical account reveals that he made the 500 mile journey in 2 weeks, a remarkable speed.   
After 3 years of being the vassal of Nebuchadnezzar, Jehoiakim rebelled.  God responded by sending raiders from Babylon, Aram, Moab and Amnon against Judah.  It is ironic that those nations that hated God became His instruments, albeit without their knowledge.  David Guzik pointed out that while Jehoiakim was a patriot of Judah, he was not a man submitted to God.  Verse 3 says that God removed Judah from His presence because of the sin of Manasseh, the grandfather of Josiah.  Jehoiakim died around 598 and his son Jehoiachin succeeded him as king.  Like his father, he did evil in the eyes of God but only ruled for 3 months.  He surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar and was taken to Babylon along with 10,000 others, including military leaders and government officials.  My NIV Bible study notes say that the Babylonians took the most capable citizens to Babylon, leaving the poor and weak to rule the land.  Among those taken to Babylon were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
The chapter ends noting that after Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin away, he installed his uncle Zedekiah as king and he ruled for 11 years, doing evil just as his nephew had done.   
Unlike recent chapters we have studied in 2nd Kings, 2nd Chronicles provides no further information about these 3 kings.  The book of Jeremiah tells us much more about the reign of Jehoiakim.  Even while Josiah was alive, Jeremiah prophesied to the people of Judah, trying to get them to repent.   He prophesied for about 40 years and in his later years, his message changed to predicting the destruction of Jerusalem.  
Like many prophets, Jeremiah was hated by the kings who ruled during his time (the exception being Josiah).  Like many other kings, Jehoiakim was dismissive, even contemptuous of Jeremiah’s warnings.  In Jeremiah chapter 36, God dictated words to Jeremiah that he had Baruch record on a scroll.  God told Jeremiah to read the words to the people in hopes that they would repent.  Since Jeremiah was restricted from going to the temple, he sent Baruch who read the scroll to the people.  Jehoiakim’s officials who were at the temple heard what he read and realized that Baruch and Jeremiah were in danger and told them to go into hiding.  They then took the scroll and it was read to the king.  As it was read to him, he cut pages out and burned them and sent men to arrest Jeremiah and Baruch but God had hidden them.  
After the scroll was burned, God told Jeremiah to take another scroll and dictate the words again to Baruch.  He also told Jeremiah to tell Jehoiakim that because he had burned the first scroll, his body would be thrown out and he would have the burial of a donkey (see Jer. 22:18-19).  According to Josephus, Jehoiakim was killed during the siege of Jerusalem and his body was thrown over the city wall.
The contrast of Jeremiah chapter 36 and 2nd Kings chapter 22 is striking.  While his officials seemed nonchalant about the Book of the Law, Josiah was immediately alarmed because Judah had not been following the requirements of the law.  Jeremiah’s scroll, no less significant since it too was God’s word, was of no consequence to Jehoiakim while his officials realized the grave danger Judah faced.  Apparently, their fear of Jehoiakim was greater than their fear of God since Jehoiakim’s punishment would be immediate while God’s would be deferred.
