The Shunammite’s Land Restored
How much snow did you get at your house Saturday night?  We got about 2 inches while some people in the northern part of the county got more.  Just a few miles can make a significant difference in accumulation.  Farther north, I read that York County got 10 inches.  I have a couple of complaints about this snow event.  First the timing was off.  Had it been a day later we would not have had to cancel church and Michele could have gotten a snow day off from school.  They did open USCA late Monday but she got no relief since she had no morning classes scheduled. My second complaint is that the sledding conditions were unsatisfactory due to the lack of a base layer of ice.   Incidentally, I have a friend who lives within walking distance of one of the premier sledding hills in Aiken located on Anderson Pond Rd.  I have not heard if their conditions were better.  In our study of the first 15 verses of 2nd Kings chapter 8, we see that a few miles separation made a great deal of difference as Israel suffered a drought while nearby areas had abundant crops.
God cause a famine in Israel so Elisha went to the Shunammite woman who had made room in her house (see chapter 4) for Elisha to stay when he was in the area.  He told her to take her family and go away because the famine would last seven years.  She did as he told her and went to the land of the Philistines.  That would have probably been in the land separating Judah from the Mediterranean Sea about 80 miles from her home.   After the famine ended, she returned to Israel and went to King Joram to have her house and land restored to her.  In verse 4, Joram was talking with Elisha’s servant Gehazi.  He asked Gehazi to tell him about the great things Elisha had done.  As Gehazi told about the young boy whose life was restored, the boy’s mother appeared.  While the timing of this is not known, it probably precedes the events in chapter 5 which led to Gehazi being stricken with leprosy.  It also indicates that it was a rare time that Joram had cordial feelings for Elisha.  Joram assigned one of his officials to the woman’s case and instructed him to have her land restored along with the income it generated since she left.  
Next we read that Elisha went to Damascus where King Ben-Hadad was ill.  The reason for Elisha’s visit is not stated, however he was clearly acting on God’s command.  In chapter 19, God told Elijah to anoint Hazael as king of Aram.  Elisha may have been performing that duty or he could have been confirming what Elijah had done previously.  Ben-Hadad had Hazael who was one of his officials go to Elisha to inquire if he would recover.  Elisha told Hazael to tell Ben-Hadad that he would recover but revealed to Hazael that Ben Hadad actually would die.  
Elisha stared at Hazael so long that the man felt ashamed then Elisha began to cry because he knew that Hazael was destined to inflict great harm on Israel.  Hazael’s campaigns against Israel are briefly described in chapters 9, 10, 12, 13 & 22 but the vision God gave Elisha about Hazael’s brutality was much more graphic.  Hazael responded “How could your servant, a mere dog accomplish such a feat?”.  Elisha told him that God had revealed that he would become king of Aram.  When Hazael returned to Ben-Hadad, he told him that Elisha said that he would recover then he fulfilled Elisha’s prophecy by causing the king to suffocate.  
Generations of idol worship turned the tables on the people of Israel.  In Egypt, God protected the Israelites in Goshen while He sent multiple plagues to Egypt a few miles away.  God used famines to bring the Israelites to repentance on multiple occasions, usually with no response.  By providing abundant crops in places adjacent to Israel, God showed that it was not happenstance that caused the famines.  
In addition to the famine, God also sent Hazael to punish Israel for their sins.  As we often see in the Bible, God can use ungodly people to accomplish His purposes.
Just as we often see neighboring areas faring better than us, we often see other people faring better.  Sometimes unsaved people enjoy better health and prosperity than believers (see Matt. 5:45).  God is sovereign and we cannot presume to know His reasons.  When we are enjoying His blessings it is easy to praise Him but we should praise him regardless of our circumstances (see Hab. 3:17-18).  Do you see your circumstances through God or do you see God through your circumstances?      
Finally, a short distance of only 18 inches can result in a vastly different relationship with God.  That is the difference between head knowledge of God and heart knowledge.
