Kings of Israel and Judah
Have you been watching the Winter Olympics?  The “sport” I find to be the most boring is curling.  I hardly think you can refer to curlers as athletes when you compare them to such daredevils as arial snowboarders, downhill skiers and ski jumpers.   Speaking of ski jumpers, do you remember Eddie the Eagle?  He was the first ski jumper from Great Britain to compete in the Olympics and given his results, he was apparently the best jumper on a really bad team.  It came as no surprise that he finished last in 1988 with a score of 69.2 as compared to the next to last jumper who scored 140.4.  His performance was so poor that after the games, the Eddie the Eagle rule was adopted, requiring that any Olympic competitor must be ranked in the top 50 internationally.  In our study of 2nd Kings chapter 9, we find that Jehu was considered the best king of Israel, the best of a sorry lot.  You might say he was the cleanest dirty shirt.
Verses 16-29 of chapter 8 provide a set up for chapter 9.  We learn that Jehosaphat was reigning in Judah while Joram was king of Israel.  We were introduced to Jehosaphat in 1st Kings chapters 15 and 22 but a more complete account of his reign can be found in 2nd Chronicles chapters 17-22.  He ruled for 25 years and was generally a good king, especially early in his tenure.  His son Jehoram succeeded him as king in the 5th year of the reign of Joram who was king of Israel and reigned for 8 years.  Rather than following his father’s example, he was more like Ahab of Israel who was actually his father-in law.   Jehoram was succeeded by his son Ahaziah but he only ruled for 1 year.  At the end of chapter 8, Ahaziah went to Israel to visit Joram who had been wounded in a battle with Aram.
At the beginning of chapter 9, Elisha sent a man from the company of prophets to Jehu who was at Ramoth Gilead.  Jehu was the commander of the army of Israel and was the son of Jehosaphat, probably not King Jehosaphat but another man of that name.  He sent the man to anoint Jehu as king of Israel in accordance with God’s order to Elijah (see 1st Kings 19:16).  As with Hazael king of Aram, it is not clear if Elijah had anointed Jehu previously and this was a second anointment.  Matthew Henry speculated that God delayed because Ahab had appeared contrite (see 1st Kings 21:27-29).  As Elisha sometimes did, he sent another man to carry out the task instead of going himself.  The prophet called Jehu into a private meeting where he anointed him with oil.  He said that God was anointing him as king over Israel and he was to carry out God’s vengeance on the house of Ahab.  God had previously declared that he would wipe out Ahab’s family because Ahab and Jezebel had murdered God’s prophets (see 1st Kings 18:4).
After the prophet left, Jehu went back out to his officers who asked what the prophet told him.  He may have been reluctant to say that he had been anointed as king but his men pressed him and he revealed what the prophet had told him.  His men responded by honoring him and blowing the trumpet to announce the news.
Jehu went to Jezreel to challenge Joram for the throne.  As he approached Jezreel with his men, a watchman reported that troops were coming.   Joram sent a rider to ask if they came in peace.  Jehu ordered the man to fall in behind him then a second rider was sent with the same result.  Joram then went himself in a chariot and asked Jehu if he came in peace.  Jehu replied “How can there be peace as long as the idolatry and witchcraft of you mother Jezebel abound?”  Joram cried “Treachery” and fled but Jehu shot him in the back with an arrow and he died.  Jehu had his body thrown into the field that had belonged to Naboth (see 1st Kings chapter 21) and recalled how God had prophesied that Ahab and all his family would be killed. 
Ahaziah saw what happened to Joram and he too tried to get away.  Jehu and his men pursued him and shot him with an arrow as well and he died shortly after at Megiddo.  While Jehu was not specifically told to kill Ahaziah, the man was evil and needed killing.  Jehu then went back to Jezreel where Jezebel was.  She called out to him from a window on an upper floor.  At Jehu’s prompting, some eunuchs threw her down to the ground and she died.     Jehu told his men to bury Jezebel properly because she was the daughter of a king but they could only find small parts of her body because she had been eaten by dogs.  God’s prophecy to Elijah was fulfilled (see 1st Kings 21:23.).
Jehu acted righteously in this chapter and chapter 10 but was not fully committed to God.  A note in my bible says that he was God’s instrument and but not his servant, however he was far superior to any other king of Israel.
As Christians, we may sometimes want to compare ourselves to non-believers and think we are superior (see Luke 18:9-14).  We may be cleaner versions of dirty shirts but we are still dirty shirts, sinners saved by grace.  
