Opposition to the Rebuilding 
After the Civil War, confederate soldiers returning to their homes were faced with many difficulties.  Men who were wealthy and influential prior to the war found the social order vastly different after the war.  Rebuilding homes, farms and businesses proved to be very challenging and their currency was worthless.  Poorer families that had nothing to do with the war probably found the transition to peacetime easier.  The term carpetbaggers was created to describe northerners who relocated to the south to take advantage of opportunities, often at the expense of families that had to liquidate properties.  In our study of Ezra chapter, we see that the Israelites who returned to Jerusalem faced similar challenges. 
Soon after the Israelites began construction on the temple, some of the local people showed up to help.  They are identified in verse 1 as enemies of Judah and Benjamin.  Just as today, the enemies of Israel were many.  Over multiple generations Israel fought various Canaanite countries and the tribes of Judah and Benjamin fought against the other 10 tribes.  After Israel was taken into captivity by Assyria, people from other lands settled in the region.  There were also poor people who remained in the land.  Despite their claims that they worshipped God, their religion was a toxic brew of idol worship and the counterfeit Judaism introduced by Jeroboam.  While they may have worshipped God, He was just another of their gods.  
Zerubbabel, Jeshua and the family heads recognized that the people were not what they represented themselves to be (see Josh. Chapter 9).  They told the people that they alone would build the temple for God in accordance with the command given by Cyrus. The rejection soon exposed the true motives of those who claimed to want to help in building the temple.  Their intentions were to sabotage from within and failing that, they sought to use other methods to derail the project.  They intimidated the Israelites hired others to work against them.  When a new king came to the throne in Babylon, they enlisted his aid to stop construction.  
Cyrus issued his decree around 538 and the Israelites began to settle in Jerusalem soon after.  It is thought that construction on the new temple began in 536.  By the year 530, Cyrus had died so the Israelites no longer had his support.  He was succeeded by his son Cambyses II.  Construction stopped for about 15 years but started again when King Darius rose to the throne.
The written opposition that is recorded in verses 6-23 is about the reconstruction of the city, not the temple.  Xerxes ruled from 486-465 and Artaxerxes ruled from 465-424.  The letter written to Artaxerxes described the Israelites as rebellious and the people who sent the letter told him that his kingdom would suffer since the Israelites would refuse to pay taxes.  Artaxerxes replied that    he had searched the records and found that indeed the Israelites had a history or rebellion.  Furthermore, he stated that Jewish kings had previously ruled and had collected taxes from other countries in the region.  He saw the rebuilding of Jerusalem as a threat.  The chapter ends by noting that construction of the temple began again in the second year of the rule of Darius.  
In our time, Satan seeks to undermine the church from within.  We should seek to have the discernment displayed by Zerubbabel and Jeshua.   As Pastor Steve often says, the methods may change but the message does not.  Modern ways of communicating the message are effective but only if they are based on solid biblical principles.  We should not simply outsource our understanding of the Bible to the pastor, rather we should validate he says ourselves.
Satan also seeks ways to disrupt the church from the outside.  Canda recently passed a law removing the “good faith” religious defense for people accused of hate speech by quoting the Bible and people in Europe have been jailed for praying in public.  As Jesus said, we should be wise as serpents and harmless as doves as we seek to protect the gospel message.
