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It’s probably a good thing that cats can’t talk.   I think they would be brutally honest and have no regard for one’s feelings.  They would not employ the “slow no” response, rather they would dispatch your request with alacrity.   Have you ever experienced the slow no?  The Baptist version is “I’ll pray about it”.   Apparently, about 2500 years ago the Jewish version was “The time is not right”.   In our study of Ezra chapter 5, we see the Israelites slow walking the rebuilding of the temple.  
At the end of chapter 4, the Israelites stopped construction on the temple after they ran into opposition from people living in Judah.  At the beginning of chapter 5, the prophets Haggi and Zecheriah prophesied to the Jews in Judah and work was started again under Zerubbabel and Jeshua.  The book of Haggi consists of only 2 chapters and is mostly a rebuke spoken to the Israelites for not completing construction of the temple.  The people said that the time was not right.  They had laid the foundation of the temple with much fanfare and excitement, only to abandon it when they met with some resistance.  Haggi asked if the time was right to build their own houses while God’s house lay in ruins.  Through Haggi, God told them to carefully consider their ways since they did not enjoy the fruits of their labors.  
God admonished them to gather the materials and build His house then made clear to them that the source of their troubles was their disobedience to Him.  He had caused the drought to devastate their crops.  The rebuke stirred the people and work on the temple resumed.  In chapter 2, God said the desired of all nations will come and that the glory of the rebuilt temple would be greater than the original.   The desired of all nations is Jesus and His glory filled the temple when He was in it.  When God added that he would grant peace, this probably refers to the New Jerusalem which will be the fulfillment of peace.  
Haggi then asked the priests if consecrated meat could consecrate other objects and they replied “no”.  He then asked if a defiled person could defile an object by touching it and they replied “yes”.  Haggai then said that whatever the Israelites touched was defiled and repeated that they were cursed because they refused to turn to God.  God said that from that day forward He would bless them as they resumed rebuilding the temple.
While Zecheriah’s message also encouraged rebuilding the temple, his prophecy was clearly about the establishment of Christ’s reign when He comes again.
Verses 3-17 of Ezra chapter are devoted to another confrontation with local officials when construction of the temple resumed.  The governor of Trans-Euphrates asked the Israelites who had authorized them to work on the temple.   A letter was sent to King Darius notifying him that the Israelites claimed they were authorized by King Cyrus and asking him to search the records to determine if that was true.  The attitude of the governor was much more civil than the later one sent to Artaxerxes, and the letter referred to the temple of the great God.  As we discussed last week, there were polytheists who seemed to believe in multiple gods under 1 great God.
The Israelites used the excuse “the time is not right” to stop work on the temple so they could concentrate on their own material desires.  Martin Luther King said “The time is always right to do what is right”.  The slow no, while it avoids confrontation, indicates lack of commitment.  Here are some true reasons a cat might offer:
I just don’t want to do it.
I’m afraid to do it.
It’s too menial for me.
There’s nothing in it for me.
During the 15 years of halted construction, it was God who punished the Israelites for not working on the temple.  Only when they restarted did opposition again appear.  Satan leaves us alone when we are not doing God’s work.
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