The People’s Confession of Sin
Which would you prefer to fight, a horse-size chicken or 50 chicken-size horses?  Neither would be a good option and fortunately, we will never have to choose between them.  In real life, however, we often do have to choose between 2 bad options, deciding which is the lesser evil.  In the 2002 French presidential election, people opposed to the far-right candidate Jean-Marie Le Pen adopted the slogan, “Vote for the crook, not the fascist.”  The candidate opposing Le Pen was Jacques Chriac who had been accused of paying his political supporters out of public funds.  He was later convicted and given a 2 year suspended sentence, however he won the 2002 election as the voters decided he was less objectionable.  In our study of Ezra chapter 10, we see that the Israelites were faced with choosing the lesser of 2 evils.
In the preceding chapter, Ezra had been on the job for only about 4 months when he learned that some Israelites had married pagan women from idol worshipping nations.  At the beginning of chapter 10, we see him weeping over the magnitude of the sin.  A crowd gathered around him at the temple and joined in his crying over the situation.  It is not known if the crowd included those who were guilty of marrying pagans which was against God’s law.  
A man named Shecaniah came forward with a solution.  He proposed to Ezra that the pagan wives and their children be sent away saying that it should be done according to the Law meaning divorce (see Deut. 24:1).  He placed the matter in Ezra’s hands since he had the authority to order it.  Shecaniah’s father was named Jehiel, the same name as one of the men who had married a pagan (see v 21). 
Ezra then required the Israelites to assemble in front of the temple where he told them to confess their sins and separate themselves from their pagan wives.  The people agreed but convinced Ezra to allow each case to be considered over a period of time since there were many families involved.  Oddly, the NIV and KJV language differ regarding 4 men named in verse 15.  The NIV says the men were opposed to the plan while the JKV says they were employed in the matter.  
Ezra appointed family heads to investigate the cases and by the first day of the first month they had completed their task which took nearly 2 & ½ months.  The remainder of the chapter is devoted to naming all the men who were guilty of marrying pagan wives.  How unfortunate to be included in such a list rather than the one in Hebrews chapter 11.  There was no good solution available to Ezra in this situation since God hates divorce (see Mal. 2:16) as well as the union of believers and pagans.
Choosing between 2 bad options is often the result of a bad decision made earlier.  Sadly, sometimes the one who made the bad decision is not the one to suffer the most.  In verse 3, Shecaniah says that the women and their children should be sent away.  There is no mention of how the welfare of those children was managed.  I missed last week’s discussion of chapter 9, so I don’t know if the subject of Ruth came up.  The reason it may be relevant is because of the length of time it took to adjudicate the cases.  While the text is silent on the matter, it is possible that the elders made exceptions for women who renounced idol worship and professed faith in the one true God.  There was certainly a precedent for that as Ruth was a Moabite and her husband’s mother was Rahab, a Canaanite.  One of the more famous verses in the Bible is Ruth 1:16.  
P.S. I think I could outrun a big chicken.  I’ve been bitten by a horse, it hurt.
