
Edward Murphy was an aerospace engineer who is credited with establishing the adage that anything that can go wrong will go wrong.  It was hardly a novel observation and the British stage magician Nevil Maskelyne wrote eloquently on the phenomenon in 1908:   It is an experience common to all men to find that, on any special occasion, such as the production of a magical effect for the first time in public, everything that can go wrong will go wrong. Whether we must attribute this to the malignity of matter or to the total depravity of inanimate things, whether the exciting cause is hurry, worry, or what not, the fact remains. 
In our study of Cyrus chapter 6, we see that God suspended the law of Murphy for the benefit of the Israelites.
In chapter 5, a letter was sent to Darius asking him to confirm if Cyrus had ordered the temple to be rebuilt.  In chapter 6 we see that Darius ordered a search of the royal records.  The capital of the Persian empire was located in Pasargadae, but the search was expanded to Ecbatana which was the summer home of Cyrus.  There a scroll was found containing the decree of Cyrus.  He ordered that the temple be rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices.  The temple was to be 90 feet wide and 90 feet tall with a foundation of 3 courses of large stone.  There is no mention of the length.  The original temple was 90 feet long, 30 feet wide and 45 feet tall (see 1st Kings 6:2).  Some speculate that the second temple was built on the original foundation and that Cyrus only ordered a maximum size.  Cyrus further ordered that the cost of the temple would be paid out of the royal treasury and that the gold and silver articles taken from the original temple were to be returned.  
Darius ordered that Tattenai and his men were to stay away from the temple while it was being rebuilt and not interfere.  He further ordered that the expenses of the men working on the temple and the cost of the animals for sacrifices were to be paid by the local tax revenue of Trans Euphrates.  The temple was to be restored so that sacrifices would be made that were pleasing to God and that prayers could be made for the king.  He asked that God would overthrow any king who rescinded his order in the future or caused the destruction of the temple.
Tattenai and his officials complied with the order of Darius and construction continued.  The temple was completed in the 6th year of the reign of Darius.  The temple was dedicated with a great celebration.  Bulls, rams, lambs and goats were sacrificed, and the priests and Levites were installed for their service at the temple.  While the offerings of the various animals numbered in the hundreds rather than the thousands offered when Solomon dedicated the temple (see 2nd Chron. Chapter 7) they reflected their limited ability. 
In the 14th day of the 1st month of the year, the Israelites celebrated the Passover in accordance with God’s instructions (see Ex. Chapter 12) then celebrated the Feast of Unleavened Bread for the prescribed 7 days.  Verse 22 says they were filled with joy because God had changed the heart of the king of Assyria
Murphy’s Law was not at work during this time, in fact the opposite was true, everything went right.  God had pricked the heart of Cyrus 150 years before his birth causing him to issue his decree that the temple was to be rebuilt.  His decree could have been lost or destroyed after his death, but it wasn’t.  Darius could have declined to search the records, but he didn’t.  He could have given up the search when the scroll was not found in the palace, but he didn’t, the search was expanded until the scroll was found.  He could have disregarded the decree of Cyrus, but he didn’t.  The Samaritans who opposed the temple could have interfered, but they didn’t, probably out of fear of Darius.  Their opposition had already cost them tax revenue, so they quit the fight before things got worse (see Murphy’s Law).   
While God can and does acts unilaterally, He often requires our participation to accomplish His will.  God had meticulously made the preparations necessary for building the temple.  He had stifled opposition, caused the king to support it and even made provisions for the money needed to build it.  It was only after he sent his prophets that the Israelites responded.  God created the ideal conditions for our salvation be sending Jesus to die on the cross.  He created the ideal conditions for our ministries by providing us with spiritual gifts.  He is the provider of every good and perfect gift at our disposal, it is up to us to respond. 
