Ezra’s Prayer About Intermarriage
At the end of chapter 8, Ezra and his fellow priests turned over the freewill offerings to the priests at the temple and sacrificed burnt offerings at the temple.  After that occurred, in chapter 9 leaders of the Israelites went to Ezra.  They told him that men of Israel including Levites and even priests had had married women from idol worshipping neighboring people.  This was strictly forbidden by God who told the Israelites that they were holy and set apart as a nation.  They were not to intermarry with Canaanites who would convert them to their form of worship (see Deut. 7:1-6).  Matthew Henry wrote that the men who told Ezra brought the new to Ezra were of the house of David and had not defiled themselves in the same manner.
When he was told about the intermarriage, Ezra tore his clothes and pulled his hair out in anguish.  Then those who trembled at God’s word gathered around him.  Those who trembled meant people who honored God’s word.  Ezra sat appalled until the evening sacrifice, giving the impression that he sat in stunned silence.  At the time of the evening sacrifice, he got on his knees and prayed fervently.  The elements of his prayer include admitting shame and disgrace and acknowledgment that their sins had reached to heaven.  Ezra said that because of their sin, the nation of Israel had been subject to sword and captivity at the hands of foreign kings.  Israel had a long history of rejecting God and suffering the consequences all the way back to the days of the judges.  He then pivoted to God’s grace which allowed a remnant to return to rebuild the temple.  He also mentioned that kings had seen God’s kindness to Israel.  
Ezra then specifically referred to the sin of intermarriage with the corrupt people of the land they occupied, a sin the Israelites had a history of practicing.  He offered no excuse and admitted their plight of slavery was a direct result of their sin, and yet God had punished then less than they deserved.  He questioned how they could again commit the sin of intermarriage after God had delivered a remnant to Jerusalem, saying that God would be just in destroying them.  
Two things stand out about this prayer.  1st, Ezra includes himself in the transgressors, referring to our sins and guilt even though he had not participated in the sin of intermarriage.  2nd, his prayer was confession only with no plea for mercy or forgiveness.  It seems that he considered the sin so grievous that they had no right for grace.  Generations of rejection of God resulted in captivity and the near extinction of Israel.  The nation that once numbered in the millions had been reduced to thousands but that had not prevented them from returning to the practices that had led to their punishment. Henry wrote that their sins were heightened by God’s grace (but see Rom. 5:20).  He closed the prayer by saying that they simply stood before him in their guilt.
The reason that God forbade the Israelites to marry pagans is that such marriages would lead to adopting the idol worship practices of those nations.  Some have written that racial purity was another reason since the lineage that led to Jesus was vitally important (however see Ruth 1:4 and Matt. 1:5).   
In the next chapter we see that Ezra’s solution to the problem was divorce.   Christians today should not view this as a license to walk away from a marriage.  While believers should not marry unbelievers, Paul made it clear that believers should remain in their marriages if at all possible. (see 1st Cor. 7:12-14).  
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