Nehemiah Returns to Jerusalem
Have you ever been a victim of the pause for the blink sales method?  I’ll illustrate.  The optometrist says “That will be $100 (pause) for the eye exam”.  $100 (pause) for the lenses, $100 (pause) for the frames.”  The optometrist probably has other things he can sell until you blink and that’s when he knows it’s time to stop.  We see Nehemiah continuing to press his luck with King Artaxerxes to get what he needed to repair the walls of Jerusalem.
The book of Nehemiah begins in the month of Kislev in the 20th year of the reign of King Artaxerxes which would have been in in the year 445 BC.  While we have no record of his history, Nehemiah was likely born during the years of captivity in Babylon.  There is no mention of his father Hacaliah in the Bible other than in chapters 1 and 10 so we have no record of their tribe although some speculate they were of the tribe of Judah.  Nehemiah was the cupbearer of the king which meant that he was a trusted advisor.  He was responsible for serving the king’s wine and making sure it contained no poison.  
At the beginning of chapter 1, Nehemiah’s brother Hanani came from Jerusalem to Susa which was the winter headquarters of Persia located in southwestern Iran about 	900 miles from Jerusalem.  Hanani and the men with him told Nehemiah that the people of Jerusalem were in distress and that the walls of the city were broken down.  While the 2nd temple was completed in 516, most scholars believe that the walls of Jerusalem were not rebuilt at that time. That aligns with Ezra chapter 4 which records a letter from Artaxerxes in the first year of his reign (465 BC) ordering that construction of the walls should stop. 
Nehemiah’s response was to mourn and fast.  Like Ezra in chapter 9, we have his prayer recorded.  He begins his prayer by saying that God keeps His covenant with those who love Him and obey His commands.  He then confessed that the Israelites, including him and his family, had not been faithful, that they had sinned.  He repeated God’s words to Moses that He would scatter the unfaithful but bring then back if they returned to Him.  He asked God to hear his prayer and give him success in the presence of the king.  God had allowed a remnant to return nearly 100 years earlier, but they had not been completely faithful.  They rebuilt the temple only after a rebuke by the prophet Haggi (see Haggi chapter 1) and as we just read in the book of Ezra, they had intermarried with pagans.  Nehemiah probably saw the wall as a sign of the apathy of the Israelites.    
In chapter 2, Nehemiah went before the king in the month of Nisan which was 4 months later.  It is not known if this was his first time before the king since he heard about the walls of Jerusalem or if he had been preparing to ask his permission to go to Jerusalem.  The king asked why he looked so sad and Nehemiah told him it was because the city of his fathers was in ruins.  The king asked what he wanted and Nehemiah was quick to reply that he wanted to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls.  The king asked how long he would be gone and Nehemiah named a time, thought to be 12 years.  Nehemiah then asked for a letter from the king providing him safe passage and a letter authorizing him to be given timber for the walls and a house.  The king agreed and provided a military escort for him.  
When Nehemiah first arrived in Jerusalem, he told none of the local people of his purpose for being there. He spent some time inspecting the walls and the gates before going to the leaders and encouraging them to join with him to rebuild the wall to remove their disgrace.  They agreed but 3 men who represented gentiles from nearby regions opposed them.  Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem were Persian officials who represented Horonites, Ammonites and Arabs.  The enmity of countries surrounding Israel went back hundreds of years and continues to this day.  They accused Nehemiah of rebelling against the king.  He replied that God would give them success and told them they had claim to the city of Jerusalem.
Nehemiah acted boldly in going to the king with his request, but he spent time in prayer first.  He was also prepared with a response when the king asked what he wanted.  He did not stop asking when his first request was granted but was persistent (see Luke 11:5-10, Matt. 15:21-28 and James 4:2-3).
