Builders of the Wall and Opposition
Toward the end of Nehemiah chapter 2, the Israelites agreed with Nehemiah to rebuild the wall.  Chapter 3 begins by noting that Eliashib the high priest with his fellow priests rebuilt the sheep gate and built the wall in either direction to 2 towers.  While it may appear that the work began immediately, it is likely that Nehemiah met with various groups and assigned sections to each before the work began.  We see that men of Jericho built a section although they were not residents of Jerusalem.  The fish gate was rebuilt, and more sections of the wall were rebuilt by the priest Meremoth and 2 other men.  Men of Tekoa built the next section, however their nobles would not join in the manual labor.  
Most of the chapter is devoted to describing sections of walls and gates that were rebuilt by several groups of men.  Some were from other cities such as Gibeon and Mizpah and rulers of various sections of Judah who likely functioned as mayors.  Levites and priests from other cities assisted in the building and men worked to make repairs in front of their houses.  We also see tradesmen such as perfume makers and jewelers assisting with the rebuilding of the wall.  
The description of the rebuilding begins at the sheepgate and continues in a counterclockwise direction and there are 10 gates that were listed in the chapter.  Over the centuries since the days of Nehemiah, the walls of Jerusalem have changed several times.  The current walls number 7 and were built in the 1500’s on the order of Suleiman, the Ottoman sultan. 
The Sheep Gate was the gate where sheep and lambs were brought into the temple area for sacrifice.  Jesus of course was the sacrificial lamb who was the propitiation for our sins.  Note that the Sheep Gate was the alpha and omega in the narrative of the building.
The Fish Gate was the gate that fishermen brought their fish into the market.   Jesus called His disciples to be fishers of men.
The Jeshanah (Old Gate, KJV)
The Valley Gate opened to the Valley of Hinnom, symbolizes trials in our lives.
The Dung Gate symbolizes the removal of sinful habits from our lives.
The Fountain Gate symbolizes the living water of the Holy Spirit.
The Water Gate symbolizes the cleansing power of the Word (see Eph. 5:26-27)
The Horse Gate symbolizes Jesus returning to do battle with the beast and false prophet (see Rev. 19:11-21) 
The East Gate.  There are many times in the Bible that east is significant.  God planted a garden on the eastern side of Eden (see Gen. 2:8) and later guarded the eastern side with a cherubim and flaming sword (see Gen. 3:24).  In Ezekiels’s vision, the glory of God entered the temple through the East Gate (see Ez. 43:4) and God commanded that it be shut because He had entered through it (see Ez. 44:1-2).  The Magi saw a star in the east that led them to Jesus.  Many believe that Jesus entered into Jerusalem through the East Gate as He came down from the Mount of Olives as He prepared to go to the cross.  The East Gate was sealed shut by Suleiman in 1541 and many believe that he did that to prevent Jesus from entering Jerusalem at His second coming.
The Inspection Gate symbolizes divine judgement.
In chapter 4, Sanballat and Tobiah ridiculed the Israelites for their efforts, mocking the wall as heaps of rubble that would collapse under the weight of a fox.  Nehemiah prayed to God that He would not forget their sins and the people kept on building.  When the wall was halfway raised, Sanballat and his fellow troublemakers resorted to violence to stop construction.  Nehemiah responded by arming the people.  Half the men worked on the wall while the other half stood guard with weapons and the workers remained inside the walls at night.
A final word on the gates.  In the New Jerusalem there will be 12 gates, 1 for each of the 12 tribes.  None of the symbolism of the gates that were built during Nehemiah’s time will apply and no gate will ever be closed (see Rev. chapter 21).

