Further Opposition to the Rebuilding
“See that rock, Alvin? You've been plowin' around that rock a heap o' years.”
“Sure have!”
“Did you ever think when you start plowin' yer furrows crooked, it's mighty hard to get 'em straight again?”
“It's that-a-way, I reckon, with other things 'sides plowin'. Satan's got ya by the shirt tail, Alvin!”
In the movie Sergeant York, Alvin York had been plowing around a large rock in his field for years.  He found it easier to plow around it year after year rather than spending just a day to move it.  In our study of Nehemiah chapter 6, we learn that the wall around Jerusalem had been rebuilt in just 52 days, a remarkable achievement since the wall was around 2&1/2 miles long.  Although the temple had been restored 70 years earlier, the people of Jerusalem chose to ignore the wall which lay in ruins.    
In chapter 4, we learned that the wall had reached half of its intended height and at the beginning of chapter 6, the wall was complete except for the gate doors.  Sanballat and Geshem who had opposed the building of the wall sent a message to Nehemiah asking him to meet with them in a village on the plain of Ono.  Nehemiah responded, “Oh No!”.  They sent the message again 3 more times and each time Nehemiah refused to meet with them.  Finally, they sent a messenger to Nehemiah with a letter accusing him of planning to revolt against the king of Persia and to declare himself as king of Israel.  They threatened to send the letter to the king and again proposed that he meet with them to discuss the matter.  Nehemiah replied that they were making up all that they accused him of doing and he prayed that God would strengthen his hand.
Nehemiah went to visit Shemaiah at his home and Shemaiah told him that he should hide himself in the temple to escape from men who were coming to kill him.  Nehemiah refused and then realized that Shemaiah was conspiring with Sanballat and Tobiah.  He knew that if he shut himself in the temple that the workers would abandon the wall.  Nehemiah asked God to remember the sins of Sanballat, Tobiah and the Jewish prophets who were in league with them.
The wall was completed in 52 days and the enemies of Israel lost heart when they heard it was finished because they realized that it was God’s work.  The nobles of Judah were working against Nehemiah because they were related by marriage to Tobiah.  They tried to convince Nehemiah that Tobiah was honorable, and they reported all Nehemiah said to Tobiah.
The opposition to the wall was the work of Satan.  While the wall lay in ruins for years, the locals had no interest in it.  It was only when work began that Sanballat and others tried to interfere.  They first tried subterfuge, asking Nehemiah to simply meet with them.  When that failed, they tried intimidation, threatening to tell the king that Nehemiah was setting himself up to be king.  Finally, Satan sought to undermine Nehemiah from within by using prophets and the nobles of Judah to lure him away from completing his work. 
Several writers note that the name Ono means grief and was the place where Sanballat tried to lure Nehemiah away from his work.  There are many examples in the Bible of people trying to lure someone away from God’s work.  The 10 spies tried to convince Joshua and Caleb that they would fail if they went into Canaan.  Elijah and Jeremiah had to deal with false prophets who were trying to prevent them from preaching God’s word.  In practically every town he went to, Jews tried to prevent Paul from preaching the gospel and Jesus had to rebuke Peter who wanted to stop Jesus from going to the cross.  Nehemiah provides us with a good example of a man who had both discernment and resolve.
